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Enclosed you will tind a copy of a message sent to me by Dr. Kenneth Bowles concerning No_
of Proposed Rule Making. 99-25.

I would appreciate you looking into this situation. I have informed my constituent that they can
expect to hear from you directly On this matter. Finally. please forward a copy of your response
to my office.

Thank ou for your prompt assistance in this maller.
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FCC NPRM #99-25. Low Power FM Radio Service

Tho FAA conalains a reqlJO$t from Dr. Bowlos to support the implomenlation by the FCC of the
LP1000 portion of its NPRM 1/99-25, Low Power FM RadiO Service.



SUBJECT: FCC'S NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING 99-25, LOW POWER FM
RADIO SERVICE. A PARTIAL ENDORSEMENT OF THE PROPOSAL

Dear Representative Hulshor,

For se\'enteen years I have been in radio station management in Missouri. For the last twelve
years I have been a Christian broadcaster in East Central Missouri. I am a member ofNational
Religious Broadcasters. the Society of Broadcast Engineers, and the Gospel Music Association.

Early this year the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released a Notice of Proposed
Rule Making (NPRM), 99-25. .;:oncerning a proposed, new Low Power FM (LPFM) Radio
Sen·ice. The notice proposes the creatIon of regulations which would allow additional radio
stations in the FM broadcast band. I do not endorse portions ofthe notice which would create
LPIOO (one hundred watt radio stations) and microradio stations (10 watt stations). Howewr, I
do endorse the portion of the notice which allows new LPIOOO (1.000 watt) radio stations.

TIl0ugh the priuciple of deregulation is basically sound, it has had one bad effect. It is destroying
local ownership of radio stations. In the St. Louis market. all the major stations are probably
owned by four organizations. usually with out ofstate corporate offices.

For Christian broadcasting. it has resulted in a reduction of critical stations and an increase of
stations owned by non-local own<rs. For example. take the case ofWCBW-FM. WCBv,' was a
locally owned Christian music station with a national reputation of excellence. The effect of
deregulation was a drastic increase in the value of the station and its sale to an out ofstate owner
who removed the Christian Contemporary music fonnat TIle station is impossible to replace
even if monev were no object because no owner wants to sell his station and because the present
FCC regulations prohibit the constmction of new stations which will cover the St. Louis market.

The FCC's proposal wonld allow the constmction of Low Power FM stations in the St. Louis
market (as well as at se\'eral other locations in Missouri). One LPIOOO station could cover
around one million persons in the core area of St. Louis. It could partiallv make up for the loss of
WCBW·FM.

The proposed mles would require that LPIOOO stations be teclmically on a par with current
stations. The major differences are that current broadcasters could not be licensees of LPFl\·I
stations (r.:sulting in local o\Vn~rship) and that third adjacent int~rf~r.:nc~ prot~ction would be
r~moved (resulting in additional chafUlels). I do 110t endorse at this time the FCC's optional
proposal ofthe removal of second adjacent channel protection because it is not yet c~rtain that

the r~movallVolildnot impede th~ futur~ conversion to digital broadcasting.

Currently most FM radio stations cause the res~rvatiol1 or seven chalUleis (the center chamtel
plus tllf~C: adjacent channels on each side of the c~ntc:r ~hannd). TIle: adjacent chaJln~ls arc
resen'ed to stop interference betw«n stations. However the potential of interference in the third
adjacent channd is negligible for low power station:.;. \V~ know this is tru~ because::



1. Th~ NPRM indicat~sthat FCC ~ngin~rs hav~ found this to b~ tru~.

2. Th~r~ ar~ already 460 existing fM radio stations whidl do not haw third adja~~nt ~halmel

prol~clion. Th~se stations normally would b~ mu~h mor~ pow~rful slations than LPfM stations.
Th~ NPR~I indi~ates the FCC has not re~~iwd on~ singl~ r~port ofint~rf~r~nce b~~us~ ofth~

la~k ofthe third channel prot~'lion.

3. A simple ~xp~rim~nt ~an b~ p~rform~dby you or your staff which will rewal the absence of
int~rference in the third adjacent channel. 1l1~ ~xperiment involves locating the transmitting site
ofan ~xisting station using 10\\ power (perhaps 1,000 to 3.000 watts), driving to the location, and
tuning your radio to the third a·~iacent chamlels and ~omparing what you hear to what is being
broadcast on th~ ~ent~r ~hannel. You will not h~ar any int~rf~ren~e from the station on the celller
dmnnel. To h~ar int<rf<r~nc~ \Oll would normally ha\'~ to dimb the tower!

I haw attached a map to this e·mail which locat~s the WMMJ-fM 102.3 antenna sit~ in
Washington. DC. The two third adjac~nt ~halUlds ar~ 102.9 and 101.7. WMMJ runs 2.900 watts
(almost thr~~ tim~s as much as a LPIOOO station) and has its antenna pointing south at 146
m~krs abO\'~ averag~ t~rrain (more than twice as high as a LPIOOO station). If yon haw any
qu~stion about int~rference reh,ted to LPF~[ stations. drive by WMMJ!

I urge \'oU to do evervthing possible to assure thaI the FCC issues rules to creale Ihe
LPIOOO portion or the "!PR;\!, This could bring more Christian radio 10 "'lissouri and
creale more Missouri owners of the slate's own radio stalions.

PI~as~ furnish a ..:opy of this ~·nail to th~ p~rson who ad\"is~s you on tdc:colll issuc:s.

Thank you for your ..:onsid~ration!

Dr. hen Bowks
Midwest Christian M~dia. Inc.
flat foot Media. Inc.
14 G~orgetown Court
llnion. 1'\'1063084-1111
Voic~ [636] 583-5975
f.\X [603] 590·7186
E-Mail :!;J1Q.~Y!.~~(?L\l.r~g-';;!~.Ul~J

Con~erning th~ following map. th~ lo~ation of Wlvll\IJ is at the star.




